
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021 

 

As we enter our winter sports season, we want to communicate our procedures regarding 

spectators and the rationale used in their development. 

 

Based on CDC data, our region continues to be an area of high community transmission. In 

areas designated as such, the New York State Education Department, the New York State 

Health Department, and the Oneida County Health Department all recommend canceling 

high-risk sports including basketball, cheerleading, hockey, volleyball, and wrestling. 

 

Given our success with safely opening school and holding fall sports, we believe we can provide 

winter athletic opportunities for our student-athletes safely with strict adherence to our mitigation 

procedures and capacity limits. 

 

Data for several key measures were reviewed and compared to the same data from last year. As 

you may recall, last year there were no provisions for spectators at any indoor winter athletic 

contests, and schools were operating on a hybrid model of instruction with students attending in-

person learning once every two or three days. Below are some of the Oneida County data we 

used to develop our plan. 

 

Date  Active Cases  7-Day Positivity Rate  Spectators 
11/23/2020         977    2.9%         None 

11/23/2021         1,591    6.6%       Limited 

 

As you can see, we currently have significantly more cases in our region than we did one year 

ago, as well as, a positivity rate that has been continually increasing over the last several weeks. 

 

When evaluating the risk level of each sport, we must consider and address the risk to student-

athletes, officials, spectators, and staff based on the activities that are typical at an athletic 

contest. One substantial risk includes spectators cheering while indoors and in close proximity to 

others for extended periods of time. Even while wearing masks, this poses considerable risk of 

transmission should a spectator be unknowingly positive for COVID-19. Reducing the density of 

individuals at indoor events is a proven and highly effective mitigation strategy, especially when 

used as part of a layered approach that includes universal masking and increased ventilation. 

 

It is important to recognize and understand that the potential impact of COVID-19 spread at an 

athletic event does not end with our athletic program. Our ability to remain open for in-person 

learning can be rapidly and significantly impaired by events occurring outside our classrooms. 

Without layered mitigation strategies in place, the increased transmissibility of the Delta variant 

can easily result in outbreaks, forcing widespread quarantines of students who then miss many 

valuable days of school. The student-athletes in our gyms at night are the students in our 

classrooms the next morning. The coaches and event staff are our teachers and other school 

personnel whose presence is essential each day. 

 

Our goal continues to be to provide our student-athletes the opportunity to safely compete in a 

full season without disruptions due to COVID-19. While we would like to accommodate all 



spectators for both home and visiting teams as we did prior to the pandemic, doing so now under 

these conditions could jeopardize both the season for our student-athletes, spectators, and staff — 

and our ability to remain open for in-person learning. 

 

We are aware that there are other activities taking place in our communities that may not be 

taking the same precautions we are. This may explain, in part, why COVID-19 metrics in our 

region continue to surge. It is likely not coincidental that we are experiencing increases in 

COVID-19 cases at the same time we are observing relaxed mitigation efforts. 

 

As always, our decisions prioritize and balance opportunities for our students and families with 

levels of mitigation that are aligned to current conditions to help ensure our students continue to 

have access to full in-person learning. 

 

We will continue to monitor the situation closely and will make appropriate adjustments based 

on evolving conditions and data. 

 

Thank you for your continued understanding and cooperation. 

 

Winter Athletics Spectator Procedure 

2021-2022 Season 

 

The following procedures were developed in consultation with our School 

Medical Director, and in accordance with the Winter Season Spectator Guidelines 

established by the Tri-Valley League (TVL). 

 

1. Only home spectators will be allowed at home contests. 

 

2. The number of spectators allowed at each venue are as follows: 

a. High School: Four spectators per student-athlete 

b. Middle School: Two spectators per student-athlete 

c. Parkway School: Two spectators per student-athlete 

d. Marcy School: Two spectators per student-athlete 

e. Whitestown Rink: Six spectators per student-athlete 

 

3. Student sections cannot be accommodated at this time. 

 

4. Spectators for each student-athlete must sit together and distance from spectator groups 

for other athletes. 

 

5. Masks must be worn at all times regardless of vaccination status. 

 

6. No concessions will be available. 

 

7. No food or drink allowed indoors. 

 



8. At the conclusion of each contest, the facilities will be cleared of all occupants to allow 

for preparations to occur for the following activity. 


